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with these views. First, it may be observed that a technical term
of the Gupta age like the uparikara should not be Interpreted by
means of words or usages of later times, while a vice-versa method
of interpretation appears desirable. The word uparikara cannot be
said to have been derived from the Marathi word upri as Dr Ghosal
observes1 simply because the Marathi language as it is known at
present cannot be traced to earlier than the tenth or eleventh
centuries A. D, Moreover, the origin of this Marathi word is still
not quite free from doubt. It is therefore more reasonable to trace
the word to the Prakrta word upati or upri as Fleet rightly
suggested. It is unlikely that a revenue practice which prevailed in
the tenth or eleventh centuries during the Assamese rulers was one
which necessarily either prevailed in Gupta times or was one which
had descended from those days. There is no evidence to prove such
a contention,
Fleet's   suggestion   that   uparikara   means   a   "tax   levied   on
cultivators  who  have no   proprietory rights  in the   soil"2  appears
to  be  correct.   The   word   uparikara is evidently  a combination of
the two words upari and kara.   The word npari used as a separable
preposition means above, over, upon, on, or towards3 and it obviously
implies that it was a charge imposed   on those agriculturists who
had no proprietory rights in the soil, viz,, those who were literally
above this right   of  proprietorship.   As shown earlier, only in those
cases wherein plots of land were granted by the king according to
the Bhurnicchidra Nyaya and even there in  specified  cases did the
State part with its right of propriety in the soil   by granting such
plots in perpetuity.   It therefore follows  that those who had to pay
the uparikara must have been comparatively greater than those who
had to pay the  itdrahga.   The  revenue arising from this source of
taxation  must have been   so great that   a high   official called  the
^lpar^kara Maharaja, who had the status of a governor,  was,  as  his
designation implies, apparently  entrusted with  the recovery of the
uparikara.   The office of Uparikara Maharaja is often referred to in
-the Damodarpur copper-plate grants of the Gupta period. *   If such
a tax was really an oppressive charge it  is not likely that such a
high  official would  have been   appointed   by   the   State to   recover
such an impost.
1 Ghosal, Hindu Revenue System, p, 210.
*  Fleet, op. cilj p. 97. a 6.
8 Cf. Bohtlingk und Roth, SansMt-WSrterbuch, I, pp. 906-7. Also see Sat. Br. 3,6,
I,I8;&& Act VII: fataqtupari dhanSnfy; Raghu., II, 60, p, 47; avangmukhasyopari
vrstihjapata.
*  Cf. E. /., XV, no. 7, pp. 131,134,136, 140.